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SPEECH BY MR. MWANGI KIUNJURI, CABINET SECRETARY, 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND FISHERIES 
DURING THE 3RD NATIONAL AGRI-NUTRITION CONFERENCE, 
TUESDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER, 2019, AT SAFARI PARK 

  

The Cabinet Secretary Representative, Ministry of Health 

The Deputy Mission Director US-AID 

Food and Agriculture organization representative 

Council of Governors’ representatives 

Kenya Agricultural and Livestock research organization 

Other state departments’ representatives 

Stakeholders, exhibitors and farmers, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to be here with you today in the 3rd Agri-

Nutrition Conference as we celebrate another milestone in coming 

together to deliberate on how to accelerate our efforts to reduce 

malnutrition. This conference continues to play an important role by 

providing a platform for sharing and learning practical National and 

County level actions as well as program and policy interventions that 

have contributed to addressing malnutrition in Kenya. As a Ministry, we 

are glad to continue hosting this conference because Agriculture 

contributes directly to household incomes and plays a significant role on 

choices of foods eaten.  

 



 

2 
 

I wish to thank all the development partners present here for supporting 

this conference as this reflects how multisectoral engagement and 

coordination can deliver results and contribute to nutrition in our 

country.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The food and Agriculture sector has the primary role of feeding people 

well by ensuring availability, affordability and consumption of diverse, 

safe, nutritious foods and diets. This needs to be aligned with 

internationally accepted dietary and environmentally sustainable 

recommendations. The sector also remains Kenya’s major driver of 

economic and industrial development, particularly in food production, 

income-generation and provision of raw materials.  

 
In this regard, therefore, the National Government recognizes the 

significant role the sector plays in meeting national objectives of 

employment creation, food security, poverty eradication and industrial 

transformation necessary for economic growth. This underscores the 

renewed and continued commitment by my ministry to support you and 

all our stakeholders in making this sector to thrive and contribute its 

share in the growth of our economy and hence improvement of 

livelihoods. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

For the next three days, we shall share a platform and deliberate how to 

accelerate the role of agriculture in improving nutritional outcomes. The 
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conference brings together different actors who will showcase the 

synergy and progress made over the years in agriculture, to mitigate 

malnutrition challenges. This is in keeping true to this year’s conference 

theme of “Enhancing Multisectoral Agri-Nutrition Approaches for 

Improved Nutrition Outcomes in Kenya”. 

 

Enhancing both food and nutrition security is an important pillar in the 

realization of the country’s Big Four Agenda. Indeed, as the Head of 

State has time and again assured Kenyans, this Government is 

committed to ensure 100% food and nutrition security. Preventing 

malnutrition requires access of the population to sufficient, diverse and 

nutrient dense food, in short, healthy food.  

This means crop, livestock and fishery production are directly 

challenged; and not only production, but the whole of the food value 

chains of the three sectors, including aspects of food safety at all stages. 

Towards achieving food and nutrition security, the Government targets 

to produce 2.76 million bags of maize, potato, rice and feeds on 52,000 

acres of land by the end of this year, with an additional 70,000 acres 

targeted under public-private partnerships for the listed crops as well as 

for cotton, aquaculture and livestock feeds production.  

 

In addition, the Government will support reduction of post-harvest 

losses from 20 to 15 per cent, and waive incentives on cereal drying 

equipment, silos, fishing and aquaculture feed. Further, the Government 

aims to establish 1,000 SMEs at production level, provide credit to over 
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20,000 individual farmers, construct a shipyard and increase domestic 

fishing fleet by 68 vessels at the Coast. 

 

These Government investment will further help unlock the country’s 

potential for innovations and scale up national and context-specific 

measures that will hasten progress to achieving food and nutrition 

security. 

 

Studies have shown that a significant proportion of the population 

cannot meet their daily food requirements. The Kenya Demographic and 

Health Survey (KDHS, 2014) report indicates that, nationally, 26% of 

children under five years are stunted. The negative consequences of 

malnutrition include poor physical and cognitive development of children 

leading to failure to achieve their full potential in life.reduce Pressure on  

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The high burden of malnutrition in Kenya is not only a threat to 

achieving Sustainable Development Goals and Vision 2030, but also a 

clear indication of inadequate realization of human rights. Agriculture is 

key to addressing malnutrition by promoting production and improving 

marketing systems to ensure availability and access to food for improved 

nutrition outcomes. 

 

However, malnutrition if a complex challenge that requires involvement 

of many sectors. That is why the Ministry supports a multisectoral 
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approach in order to ensure a healthy population and productive 

workforce. 

 

Investment in agriculture alleviates poverty, improves food security, and 

may prevent under nutrition in Kenya.  

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

To contribute to sustained reduction of malnutrition, there is need for a 

coordinated service delivery by both public and non-state actors. This 

will be achieved by developing an Agri-Nutrition framework which is at 

an advanced stage. Once complete the community will be empowered 

for production and utilization of safe and nutritious foods in the country. 

I am also glad to note that the role of research and that of public-private 

partnerships for sustainability has been given prominence in this 

framework.  

Finally, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to take this opportunity and acknowledge the efforts by the 

entire conference planning team from all the ministries and the partners. 

I know it is not easy but this team has demonstrated that it is possible.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As I come to a close, let me take this moment to recognize special role 

played by our partners in this sector. Am especially grateful to USAID for 
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the key role they play in our country in support of technical capacity 

building. Just recently, USAID in collaboration with other partners 

supported the Ministries of Agriculture and Health in developing the 

Agri-nutrition curriculum for the Kenya School of Government (KSA) to 

help build the capacity of actors in the Agri-Nutrition field. To all those 

who were involved in this initiative, I commend you. 

Finally, ladies and Gentlemen, 

I wish to once again thank the county governments’ representatives for 

sparing time to come to this conference as we all need to pull together 

our efforts to accelerate agricultural development of our respective 

counties and the country as a whole for improved and sustainable 

nutrition outcomes. 

Thank you and God bless you 

 

 

 

 


